
LAVC / Raskoff  Statistics 1 

Review of Mathematical Techniques  

This is a quick review of some mathematical techniques that you will need to 
remember for the work in Chapters 3, 4, and beyond...  
You may remember, “Please Excuse My Dear Aunt Sally” as a mnemonic device to 
help remember the order of operations for which calculations have priority: 
Parentheses, Exponents, Multiplication, Division, Addition, Subtraction! 
 

What do you do when you see:  
1. A letter or symbol that needs 

to be a number? 
a. f  

b. N  
c. K  

d. X  
2. Two numbers next to each 

other? 
a. NK  

b. Xf  
3. Parentheses around an 

equation? 
a. (NK)  

b. (Xf)  
4. Are (NK) and NK different or 

the same?  
5. A small and raised up “2” after 

a number?   

a. 42  
6. What if this superscript 2 is 

after a letter?  
a. X2   

7. What if this superscript 2 is 
after something in 
parentheses?  

a. (X)2  

8. Are X2 and (X)2 different or the 
same?  

9. The sigma or funny capital “E” 
or ∑  

10. Sigma is in front of a letter?   
a. ∑X  

11. Sigma is in front of two 
letters?  

a. ∑Xf  
12. Sigma is in front of an 

equation inside parentheses?   
a. ∑(Xf)  

b. ∑(X-

! 

X )  
13. Are ∑(Xf) and ∑Xf different or 

the same?  
14. Sigma & parentheses and 

there is a superscript 2 at the 
end of the parentheses?   

a. ∑(X)2  

15.  Are Σ(X-

! 

X )2 and Σ(X-

! 

X 
2) 

different or the same? 
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